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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 12 is rejected because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. Regarding claim 12, a computer program needs to be embodied on a computer 
readable storage medium causing a processor to execute Its functions in order to be 
considered statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Otsuka 
(2001/0025269). 

Regarding claim 1: A method of regulating sharing of a multimedia object by a device, 
comprising registering usage infonnation for the multimedia object upon sharing of the 
multimedia object, and after the registering, billing a user of the device for a certain 
amount in accordance with the registered usage infomnation for the multimedia object. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained ttiough the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ostuka in 
view of Ginter et al, hereinafter referred to as Ginter (US patent 7133845). 
Regarding claim 2: The method of claim 1 , further comprising recording user profile 
information 

for the user, and crediting the bill with a sum upon receipt of the recorded user profile 

information together with the registered usage information. 
Ginter discloses comprising recording user profile information 

for the user, and crediting the bill with a sum upon receipt of the recorded user profile 

information together with the registered usage information. 
(Column 36, lines 30-40 discloses "Reporting of usage 
information and user requests can be used for supporting electronic currency, 
billing, payment and credit related activities, and/or for user profile analysis 
and/or broader market survey analysis and marketing (consolidated) 
list generation or other information derived, at least in part, from said usage 
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information tiiis information can be provided to content providers or other 
parties, through secure, authenticated encrypted communication to the VDE 
installation secure subsystems.") 



5. Claims 3-7, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ostuka in view of Levy (US publication 2002/0052885) 
Regarding claim 3: Ostuka discloses a device arranged for sharing of a multimedia 
object, comprising file sharing 

means for sharing the multimedia object with other devices, (paragraph 0070, 
"secondary distributing" See lines 1-5), accounting means for registering usage 
information for the identified multimedia object, (paragraph 0002, lines 5-7) reporting 
means for, when the recorded data 

meets a predetermined criterion, (paragraph 0017, 2"*^ column, lines 1-4, in which the 
rounds of usage of media is determined for a predetermined temn) 
transmitting the registered usage information to a third party to allow aftenA^ards billing 
for sharing of the multimedia object in accordance with the 

registered usage infonnation for the multimedia object, (paragraph 0017, 2"" column, 
entire paragraph, and "secondary distribution", paragraph 0070) 

Otsuka discloses all the limitations as disclosed above except for identifying means 
for obtaining an identifier for the multimedia object being shared. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/521 ,704 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

Levy discloses Identifying means for obtaining an identifier for the multimedia 
object being shared, (paragraph 0036 discloses an id for the files , which is created 
from a fingerprinting or hash function.) 

The general concept of providing identifying means for obtaining an identifier for 
the multimedia object being shared is well known in the art as illustrated by Levy who 
discloses identifying means for obtaining an identifier for the multimedia object being 
shared. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Otsuka to include the use of identifying means for obtaining an 
identifier for the multimedia object being shared in his advantageous device as taught 
by Levy in order to improve file sharing. 

Regarding claim 4: Ostuka discloses all the limitations except for wherein the 

identifying means are arranged to obtain 

the identifier from metadata associated with the multimedia object. 

Levy discloses the device of claim 3, in which the identifying means are arranged to 
obtain 

the identifier from metadata associated with the multimedia object, (paragraph 0030 
discloses identifiers created from the file description, which is metadata. Metadata such 
as addresses are also used in the identifier, paragraph 0081. ) 
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The general concept of providing the identifying means being arranged to obtain 
the identifier from metadata associated with the multimedia object is well known in the 
art as illustrated by Levy who discloses wherein the identifying means are arranged to 
obtain the identifier from metadata associated with the multimedia object. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Daisuke to include the use of wherein the identifying means are 
arranged to obtain the identifier from metadata associated with the multimedia object in 
his advantageous method as taught by Levy in order to improve file sharing techniques. 

Regarding claim 5: The device of claim 4, in which the identifying means comprise a 
watermark 

detector arranged to detect a watermark in the multimedia object and to extract the 
identifier 

from the metadata encoded using the watermark. 

Levy discloses the device of claim 4, in which the identifying means comprise a 
watermark 

detector arranged to detect a watermark in the multimedia object and to extract the 
identifier 

from the metadata encoded using the watermark, ("detect the watermark and read the 
information carried in it." paragraph 0038 and abstract, in which 
the embedded data may include a watermark, and in which the data is used to identify 
the content.) 
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Regarding claim 6: The device of claim 3, in which the identifying means comprise a 
fingerprint 

calculator arranged to obtain the identifier by computing a fingerprint for at least a 
portion of 

the multimedia object. 

. Levy discloses the device of claim 3, in which the identifying means comprise a 
fingerprint 

calculator arranged to obtain the identifier by computing a fingerprint for at least a 
portion of 

the multimedia object, (paragraph 0036, middle of paragraph and second line of 
paragraph) 

Regarding claim 7: Otsuka discloses the device of claim 3, in which the usage 
information being registered for the 

multimedia object comprises a number of times the multimedia object is being shared, 
(paragraph 0074, In which usage is charged for all terminals, and in which the media 
may be shared.) 

Regarding claim 9: Otsuka discloses the device of claim 3, in which the predetermined 
criterion comprises 
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a predetermined number of times the multimedia object has been shared, (paragraph 
0102 discloses the predetermined number of rounds of usage, 
And paragraph 0077 discloses the sharing) 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Otsuka 
and Levy, as applied to claim 3, and further in viev\/ of Ginter. 

Regarding claim 12: Otsuka discloses being arranged to cause a general-purpose 
computer to operate as the device of claim 3. (paragraph 0096 discloses the client 
computer and the server) 

Ostuka and Levy disclose all the limitations except for a computer program 
product. 

Ginter discloses a computer program product, (paragraph 0060 "This base 
software serves as a flexible, general purpose foundation that can accommodate 
many different rights applications. . . ") 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ostuka in 
view of Levy, as applied to claim 3, and further in view of Valentine (US publication 
2001/0056351) 

Regarding claim 8: Otsuka discloses the device of claim 3, in which the usage 
information being registered for the 
multimedia object (paragraph 0015, lines 3-9). 
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Otsuka discloses all the limitations as disclosed above except for comprising an 
indication of a length of the multimedia object. 

Valentine discloses comprising an indication of a length of the multimedia object, 
(paragraph 008 discloses totaling the use count of the files and displaying the results) 

Valentine discloses comprising an indication of a length of the multimedia object. 
(Claim 21 discloses the receiving the duration information, 
and Claim 21 depends from claim 1 discloses distributing audio data.) 

The general concept of providing comprising an indication of a length of the 
multimedia object is well known in the art as illustrated by Valentine 
who discloses providing comprising an indication of a length of the multimedia object. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Otsuka to include the use of comprising an indication of a length of 
the multimedia object in his advantageous method as taught by Valentine in order to 
improve file sharing techniques. 

8. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ostuka 
in view of Levy, as applied to claim 3, and further in view of Rabin (WO/00/721 19) 
Regarding claim 10: Otsuka discloses all the limitations except for the device of claim 
3, being arranged to inhibit sharing of the multimedia 

object in response to the reporting means failing to transmit the recorded data to the 
third party. 

Rat)in discloses the device of claim 3, being arranged to inhibit sharing of the 
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multimedia 

object In response to the reporting means failing to transmit the recorded data to the 
third party. ("When a user device fails to perform a call up procedure with the guardian 
center.. .the device is disabled. ..or usage of certain Instances of software is denied..." 
P8, lines 15-18.) 

The general concept of providing being arranged to inhibit sharing of the 
multimedia 

object in response to the reporting means failing to transmit the recorded data to the 
third party is well known in the art as Illustrated by Rabin who discloses being arranged 
to inhibit sharing of the multimedia object in response to the reporting means failing to 
transmit the recorded data to the third party. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Otsuka to Include the use of being arranged to inhibit sharing of the 
multimedia 

object In response to the reporting means failing to transmit the recorded data to the 
third party in his advantageous method as taught by Rabin in order to improve file 
sharing devices. 

9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Otsuka 
in view of Levy, as applied to claim 3, and further in view of GInter. 

Regarding claim 11: The device of claim 3, further comprising user profile 

maintenance means for 
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maintaining a user profile, tlie reporting means being arranged to additionally transmit 
at least a portion of the user profile to the third party. 

Ginter discloses comprising user profile maintenance means for 
maintaining a user profile, the reporting means being arranged to additionally transmit 
at least a portion of the user profile to the third party. (Paragraph 101 discloses 
"Reporting of usage information and user requests can be used for supporting 
electronic currency, 

billing, payment and credit related activities, and/or for user profile analysis 
and/or broader market sun/ey analysis and marketing (consolidated) 
list generation or other information derived, at least in part, from said usage 
information this information can be provided to content providers or other 
parties, through secure, authenticated encrypted communication to the VDE 
installation secure subsystems.) 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joan B. Naurot Ton whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1595. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9 to 6:30 (flex sched) and 
alt Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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11/13/2007 



